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secretly desired the immediate descendants of
their Prophet to be their rulers. They were,
however, intimidated by the Yuzeed's autho-
rity; whilst he, ever fearing the possibility of
the Syaads' restoration to their rights, resolved,
if possible, on sacrificing the whole family, to
secure himself in his illegal power.

Ali had been treacherously murdered through
the contrivances of the usurping Calipha; after
his death, the whole family removed from
Shawm, the capital, to Medina, where they
lived some years in tranquillity, making many
converts to their faith, and exercising them-
selves in the service of God and virtuous living.
Unostentatious in their habits and manners,
they enjoyed the affection of their neighbours,
their own good name increasing daily, to the
utter dismay of their subtle enemy.

In the course of time, the devout people of
Shawm, being heartily tired of Yuzeed's tyran-
nical rule, and fearing the true faith would be
defamed by the excesses and abuses of power
committed by him, they were desirous of call-
ing to their aid a leader from the Prophet's